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Juhng, Chullsung. “Is Okonkwo a Tragic Hero in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart?” Studies in
English Language & Literature 45.1 (2019): 167-197. Things Fall Apart has been recognized as one of
the best African novels since its publication in the middle of the 20th century. It tells the story of the
village of Umuofia from within, retrieving the lost voice of the colonized. Some critics have praised the
book’s endeavor to search for lost roots and identity. I think the romantic idealization that all was well
before white people came to the land is of little use for the post-independence era. It is not very helpful
to try to purify Umuofia completely from Western influences, either. Okonko tried to be one of the
greatest in his clan, only to fall. He was as much a tragic hero as Macbeth was, for they share similar
goals and temperament. Okonko’s case, however, has its peculiarity. He did everything to preserve what
was traditional in his culture, but then eventually killed himself, going against his cultural code. This
paradoxical choice makes him an example of a post-colonial tragic hero. (Jeonju University)
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(post-modernism)@}  F7]7-%F-¢] (post-structuralism)@}  EAW159](post-
colonialism)o]t}. TH& & &01] 459 7 & EAESE on] Ao 5
o] FoJ Aol gharo] Abdol| A ek TS 7H dolE WA & glthe
zo] g Aus ey, S2E=JoJAPA(OED) sk E2E(post-)
© AR ke g 0w 5 e vaat ddol SlEs AT ot
E o]l FRI7FE mA = A, THA] Bl ‘(EAES] A A7|E FAEE
Aeks WA A AAe 2l aeu 4 A ys A Aol S
A A Al FEEh=UE ol TGS FAIsk el uhel Mol gebx]
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FAA F7'E Bo] fgste #ao] AR &lEh BE o] WY
AL AAe] EAERGUFO 377250 eke A AAE A Ak
THE itk g G N9 Aol ANIFE Hoju= Flo] 39 &
Aol7] wiitel] EARIF gl &)= Zlo] EA Wasith 2oy ERFe

= GOk vlaA] 1 So] Apgatal 37t A AT Hole A 944
ol #Fo] A Ho|r}. AH @9 GARIF= TAERHYFOY $7]
TFEF AAA e EAEE wA4gth
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“A ‘ghost’ is the dead man’s shadow.”
But again they objected. “Dead men cast no shadows.”
“They do in my country,” I snapped. (Bohannan 30)
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g2 Y (Dennis Walder)© TETF Aol FAZTH & A7letdA] AHE
(subaltern)®] Haelete WS Wk a7t olopr|7} ofug} Z47] ARl
o] olop7| & 7pale] Yo stk &8-S W o] glok L2l “A 2wl
& 38 A9 olopr|E FoEM, 25 AALE IHE]. HST Yot 1
9 9AE 35St AAAS H37I([Bly telling the story of the
colonized, to retrieve their history. And more than that: by retrieving their
history to regain an identity.)”(Walder 7)& A2 AAst= 2L B213] 414
HAFE ofshAIn: 9 19 e el R ALl ool Etekal B
7Fsdt S BEE AR dvks AoA S0} §le A 2ok AR B2
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A et AlgS SHE HA9 AR g ARIAE QojHY 39 A
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B9 AMS A Ao E AT tigk vt dAke] Alded A=
AelA Bae] 971 gditks Aol

A7t A& AuotHA FAg A4 (the identity)o] ofH ek o A
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A, e AR < oglok A o] F5 o] wehd, AL ML
2 gpote] = o] oyt AL BYgle] WskebH vdo] AlEA AHE
FEfe] Aolw, A e] FAtaL AehS W= FE A she] FAEE
Agskar Sivk wbA FAlghs 3] HuE 94l glo] SAete A ¥
= A9 A ot Jdd o Sith

Abol =(Said)= Fo.gllee)E, (Orentalism) oA frio]l LEAEE AEA
WSk 7hedl ‘et fFolge 5478 Z7(a peculiar condition of
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earlier alien culture and time)”(132)
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It is in the emergence of the interstices——the overlap and displacement of
domains of difference--that the intersubjective and collective experience of
nationness, community interest, or cultural value are negotiated. How are
subjects formed ‘in-between’, or in excess of, the sum of the ‘parts’ of
difference (usually intoned as race/ class/ gender, etc.) (2)
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Sexual politics, like class or nationalist struggle, will thus necessarily be
caught up in the very metaphysical categories it hopes finally to abolish;
and any such movement will demand a difficult, perhaps ultimately
impossible double optic, at once fighting on a terrain already mapped out by
its antagonists and seeking even now to prefigure within that mundane
strategy styles of being and identity for which we have as yet no proper
names. (24)

T by g o] 407 Foprh Bat sYgh 25 TRF Aol Azl
Thyoll thgh 37kl At “Qlojul Be] 37, eja FAA Q) At w3kE Al
Az o2 AAAE AA=3)7](a search for lost roots, and a recreation
of identity out of the recreation of a specific place and culture)”(96)9} “%}
7] AR 9] ko) v #3E Aboldl| thE]E %7] (bridging the gaps between
his own and other cultures)”’(97) Abeloll= ZFo7} ek A= 349 =
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Until the coming of the white man, Umuofia community appears to be a
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stable society with adequate legal and moral codes which provide answers
to their social and religious problems...... Their authority is never impugned;
if anyone dares to challenge it, he is fought by warriors like Okonkwo. This
is how Umuofia came to be known as Umuofia obodo dike. (Oghaa 131-2)

oA 7} PRI Ahiko] FA Iy ol A BejFEo], Aol 7], ‘o AP Al
A7 A, A ARk T T2 QulofETtel thE AFEE Sste] W=
] o] oEAE AL QIRlT ofEhe WskE fldte] ARiAtEst 7St

FuE Ao a4 g

As Achebe demonstrates in Things Fall Apart, such practices as the
throwing away of twins, the osu caste system, human sacrifice and exiling
a person for inadvertent murder were already being questioned from within
by Obierika and others. Africa did not need colonialists and the Christian
religion to change. (Ojaide 46-7)
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§719] G4 frRiaEe] ohalrte] ol g EeluE BEAR vAeE #
Sk Zolth. olelst ke 0] Al Aol @ 2o AN B A%
SA 9}, 238 A9 oJale] BEolE Fo A Aoz BT A
Al gellA] ke AR ARt o3E AXNE wE EAA 7Y
S e sk dlolth. okels) dale) wake ) 9
o) S0 o} nhee] £4& S HUAE /|Sutke S

bk Besd A obdo] Bl el kel Reo] HHe A9

I

-4
P

[‘



Ao} ohalEe] 24 TRE APl RARIhS] eFat wFH FAFAR 175

A o 9]%.9 293k Thed Selub) AR AQA BEFE e T

g5l S7eslole] ASHAA B old eftel AT gz AOT Ho}

S} Bad Aol BHGes $AY 5 gk 19 F Awe 9ad T
[}

AT 7507} opehs AL Adels ol AT HEA A9

o » &
o,
1>

%94 BAS ddslya A=, Ad0 AlF
=ule 7t L9.6E A9 shE el A o F
ono g} SLsit) onloegle e Aol

7} ol 38 W 0 =19 maA” ool R, o
o] FEANE Hol5E /Kl A7 ool ebbe MATH. el 2
Lol SEbE o HAR g A gl AL RlAE Sl Holn gt
shil. k) tleke ik, Ak Aol S0l Al A A7) 2
Ml oA, B wE A7) omE vl A3t PAE

o

“I don’t know how we got that law,” said Obierika. “In many other clans a
man of title is not forbidden to climb the palm tree. Here we say he cannot
climb the tall tree but he can tap the short ones standing on the ground. It
is like Dimaragana, who would not lend his knife for cutting up dogmeat
because the dog was taboo to him, but offered to use his teeth.” (69)

a2 w717F Al wet tavks e 2] AFsta gu 28y 2 9
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“You have committed a great evil... Your wife was at fault, but even if you
came into your obi and found her lover on top of her, you would still have
committed a great evil to beat her.” (30)
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A9 =9)219] A2 (Okonkwo's particular brand of misogyny and neurotic
masculinist personality)”(Jeyifo 848)¢] 323to|A AHEHA Fol] Eof2t) &
Fae off A9 oS FRlol Askaith 1Al ohfje] = Tl L
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Modern African literature is very socialized. This literature is different from
that which focuses on the individual. It is this communal spirit which
informs the characterization and social analysis in Soyinka's Interpreters,
Ngugi's Petals of Blood, and Achebe’s Anthills of the Savannah. In each of
these novels a group, rather than an individual, is emphasized. There is no
single protagonist that overwhelms other characters...... Similarly in
Achebe's Things Fall Apart and Soyinka's Death and the King's Horseman,
the community can be said to be a protagonist struggling against Western
intruders to maintain its cultural practices. The focus on society with its
attendant social criticism in modern African literature is in the African
tradition. (Ojaide 45)
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o 1]t} (Of his three wives Ekwefi was the only one who would have the
audacity to bang on his door.)”(Achebe 76) @UA Ald 1U= RES o=
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As soon as she got home she went to Obierika to ask what the men of
Umuofia were going to do about it. But Obierika had not been home since
morning. His wives thought he had gone to a secret meeting. Ezinma was
satisfied that something was being done. (197)
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It would be most tragic if the same power which has brought either itself or
another object to a very high positive value becomes its destroyer
——especially if this takes place in the very act of its achievement. (34)
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Thou wouldst be great,
Art not without ambition, but without
The illness should attend it. What thou wouldst highly,
That wouldst thou holily; wouldst not play false,
And yet wouldst wrongly win. Thou'dst have, great Glamis,
That which cries, ‘Thus thou must do’, if thou have it;
And that which rather thou dost fear to do,
Than wishest should be undone. (1.5.18-25)
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Famously a paragon of courage and so no coward, Macbeth nevertheless is in
a perpetual state of fear. Of what? Part of the answer seems to be his fear of
impotence, a dread related as much to his overwhelming power of imagination
as to his shared dream of greatness with Lady Macbeth. (Bloom 530)
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His life had been ruled by a great passion—-—to become one of the lords of
the clan. That had been his life-spring. And he had all but achieved it. Then
everything had been broken. He had been cast out of his clan like a fish
onto a dry, sandy beach, panting. (Achebe 131)
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Okonkwo's death may have marked the passage of a great era in Umuofia,
but his suicide is not a sacrifice to his great society. For neither the gods
nor the people would consider suicide a form of sacrifice since suicide is an
abomination in Igbo society. Okonkwo’s death comes because he realizes
that he has failed both the people and their goddess, Ani. (Ogbaa 134)
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Dazed with fear, Okonkwo drew his machete and cut him down. He was

afraid of being thought weak. (61)
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Perhaps down in his heart Okonkwo was not a cruel man. But his whole life
was dominated by fear, the fear of failure and of weakness. It was deeper
and more intimate than the fear of evil and capricious gods and of magic,
the fear of the forest, and of the forces of nature, malevolent, red in tooth
and claw. Okonkwo's fear was greater than these. It was not external but
lay deep within himself. It was the fear of himself, lest he should be found
to resemble his father. (Achebe 13)
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Okonkwo was deeply grieved. And it was not just a personal grief. He
mourned for the clan, which he saw breaking up and falling apart, and he
mourned for the warlike men of Umuofia, who had so unaccountably become
soft like women. (183)
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That man was one of the greatest men in Umuofia. You drove him to kill
himself and now he will be buried like a dog. (Achebe 208).
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In these African novels, as in Ulysses, the role of the outsider as a
misreader of the culture also functions to encourage the actual readers to
disengage themselves from the constructed misreading allocated to the
English administrators. (Innes 205)
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Turning and turning in the widening gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate intensity. (Yeats, 210)
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