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Woo, Seungjeung. “The Meaning of Human Identity through Post-humans: The Study of 4 Number
by Caryl Churchill.” Studies in English Language & Literature 49.4 (2023): 89-110. This study examines
why human identity needs to be reconsidered and what needs to establish a relationship with other forms
of life at the Post-human ages, by focusing on 4 Number by Caryl Churhill. 4 Number shows clones
who have greater empathy and thinking ability than humans have. They also have an explicit
self-esteem, but are confused about their identity. So important are the questions like “who is a real
human?” and “whose identity belongs to them?” to understand humans and them. Churchill answers the
questions by presenting them as Salter’s ‘being father’ and ‘doing father’. She also shows that ‘being a
father’, which is Salter’s desire, is only to be a Narcissistic fantasy which our scientific technology
society dreams by copying the cells. Salter, as an origin of his biological son and his clones, asks for
the respect of his authority but it gradually tumns out that he is not worth it. Therefore, it emphasizes the
new recognition of human subjectivity, focusing on the interconnection between the others and human
beings. This study is about the beginning of post-humans’ thinking that breaks down the boundaries
between human and other forms of life. It is also Churchill’s hope of human conditions in the future
and her answer to the problem of “natural” and “cultivation” emerging from the technology of human
cloning. (Chosun University)
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SALTER: Nobody regrets more than me the completely unforeseen
unforeseeable which isn't my fault and does make it more upsetting but
what I did did seem at the time the only and also it’s a tribute, I could have
had a different one, a new child altogether that's what most people but I
wanted you again because I thought you were the best.

Bl: It wasn't me again.

SALTER: No but the same basic the same raw materials because they were
perfect. You were the most beautiful baby everyone said. (181-2)
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B2: Some time before I was borne there was
SALTER: another son, yes, a first

B2: Who what, who died

SALTER: who died, yes

B2: and you wanted to replace him

SALTER: 1 wanted (173)
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B2 1%+

B2: so please if youre not my father that's fine. If you couldn’t have
children or my mother, and you did in vitro or I don't know what you did I
really think you should tell me

SALTER: Yes, that's what it was.

B2: That's all right. (172)
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SALTER: What? is it money? is it something you can put a figure on? put a
figure on it.

B2: This is purely

SALTER: yes

B2: suppose each person was worth ten thousand pounds

SALTER: a hundred

[...]

SALTER: a million is the least you should take, I think it's more like half a
million each person because what they've done they damaged your
uniqueness, weakened your identity, so we're looking at five million for a
start. (168-9)
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MICHAEL: We've got ninety-nine percent the same genes as any other
person. We've got ninety percent the same as a chimpanzee. We've got
thirty percent the same as a lettuce. Does that cheer you up at all? I love
about the lettuce. It makes me feel I belong. (205)
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