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Huh, Dong Beom. “Mind Reading and Responsibility in Austen’s Persuasion.” Studies in English
Language & Literature 44.1 (2018): 129-151. According to some cognitive literary theorists, Austen was
particularly innovative in analyzing how her characters follow the workings of each other’s minds, as
Anne in Persuasion is capable of considering five levels of meta-knowledge. In advancing this view, this
essay examines that this novel’s moral outlook is as much a question of form as of content, and that
language —especially its formal dimension of word arrangement and sentence structure of the text—is the
bearer of moral content. This paper also suggests Persuasion’s meaning is not exhausted by mind-reading
involving a primary capacity for reading pre-existing mental states. In addition to individualistic
mind-reading, Austen’s text represents interpersonal mind-shaping practice, wherein characters come to
form their minds in ordinary interpersonal relationships. (Korea University)

Key Words: mind reading, responsibility, mind shaping, cognitive literary theory, ordinary interpersonal
relationships
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With a great deal of quiet observation and a knowledge, which she often
wished less, of her father’s character. . . . (Persuasion, 62 ZA} 7%)
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He sat down with them, and improved their conversation very much. There
could be no doubt of his being a sensible man. Ten minutes were enough to
certify this. His tone, his expressions, his choice of subjects, his knowing
where to stop, — it was all the operation of a sensible, discerning mind.
(156 AR} 74%)
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It did not surprise, but it grieved Anne to observe that Elizabeth would not
know him. She saw that he saw Elizabeth, that Elizabeth saw him, that there
was complete internal recognition on each side; she was convinced that he
was ready to be acknowledged as an acquaintance, expecting it, and she

had the pain of seeing her sister turn away with unalterable coldness”. (186
JJX}- 71—74
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In another moment, however, she found herself in the state of being
released from him;, some one was taking him from her, though he had bent
down her head so much, that his little sturdy hands were unfastened from
around her neck, and he was resolutely borne away, before she knew that
Captain Wentworth had done it. (103)
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It was a remainder of former sentiment; it was an impulse of pure, though
unacknowledged friendship. it was a proof of his own warm and amiable
heart, which she could not contemplate without emotions so compounded of
pleasure and pain, that she knew not which prevailed (113 B2} 7%)
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Of his sense and his goodness. . .no one can, I think, be in doubt, who has
seen him often enough to engage him in unreserved conversation. The
excellence of his understanding and his principles can be concealed only by
that shyness which too often keeps him silent. . . . His abilities in every
respect improve as much upon acquaintance as his manners and person. At
first sight, his address is certainly not striking; and his person can hardly
be called handsome, till the expression of his eyes, which are uncommonly
good, and the general sweetness of his countenance, is perceived. At
present, I know him so well, that I think him really handsome; or, at least,
almost so. (20 2A} %)
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He had not forgiven Anne Elliot. She had used him ill, deserted and
disappointed him; and worse, she had shewn a feebleness of character in
doing so, which his own decided, confident temper could not endure. She
had given him up to oblige others. It had been the effect of

over-persuasion. 1t had been weakness and timidity. (86 ZA} 7}%)
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[ have been thinking over the past, and trying impartially to judge of the
right and wrong, I mean with regard to myself; and I must believe [ was
right, much as [ suffered from it, that I was perfectly right in being guided
by the friend whom you will love better than you do now. To me, she was
in the place of a parent. Do not mistake me, however. [ am not saying that
she did not err in her advice. It was, perhaps, one of those cases in which
advice is good or bad only as the event decides; and for myself, I certainly
never should, in any circumstance of tolerable similarity, give such advice.
But T mean, that [ was right in submitting to her, and that if I had done
otherwise, I should have suffered more in continuing the engagement than [
did even in giving it up, because I should have suffered in my conscience.
[ have now, as far as such a sentiment is allowable in human nature, nothing
to reproach myself with. (248 B2} Z%)
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