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Lee, Bok-ki. ““God Knows How These Things Work’: Stories in Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go.” Studies
in English Language & Literature 45.1 (2019): 149-165. This paper aims at analyzing Kazuo Ishiguro’s
arguably second most popular novel, Never Let Me Go, focusing on the structures and influence of the
stories in it. The novel has the narrative structure knitted with many made-up stories and ‘theories’ the
clones fabricate and disseminate. So it looks crucial in understanding the narrative to figure out the reasons
the clones produce the stories and the functions of them in their individual and communal aspects. The
clones keep making stories in order to understand their circumstances separated from a broader context and
to find out their identities. Though they seem to have no interest in revolting against humans, we can infer
from their habit of story making that they would create myths and stories which would eventually give them
a group identity. (Chonbuk National University)
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Sure enough, the guard was important to her[Ruth]. She’d known about the
plot for much longer than the rest of us, and this gave her enormous
authority; by hinting that the real evidence came from a time before people
like me had joined—that there were things she’d yet to reveal even to us—
she could justify almost any decision she made on behalf of the group. If
she decided someone should be expelled, for example, and she sensed
opposition, she’d just allude darkly to stuff she knew “from before.” There’s
no question Ruth was keen to keep the whole thing going. But the truth
was, those of us who'd grown close to her, we each played our part in
preserving the fantasy and making it last for as long as possible. (52)
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