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Byun, Hyojeong. “Reading The Song of the Lark with Eco-ethica.” Studies in English Language &
Literature 45.2 (2019): 39-59. This study starts from the point that Eco-ethica highlights the problem of
enlarging individuals’ ethics in the modern society. It is meaningful that Eco-ethica focuses on making
people think seriously about personal ethics while they keep and protect a variety of environments around
them. This vision can help people to embrace essential ethics of care, practice, and nature and ultimately
pursue social changes. In the work, Thea, the protagonist, develops her artistic intuition and reaches the
artistic awakening through overcoming materialism, nocism, and morally crippled artists of chaotic Chicago.
Thus, she shows how art into a secular state can revive and have the meaning of true loyalty in an artist's
whole life. In the process, Thea's retreat to the Panther Canyon, a definite antimodern escape, develops a
balanced life of her by making her reach the pinnacle of her music acquiring a singer's creative growth. The
people who help her to achieve her own dream also play an important role in keeping her own Eco-ethica.
In the end, her deep-rooted artistic vitality represents it comes from extensive ethics and further, as a guide
in diagnosing the present and future of our time, it ultimately promotes the right direction of art and
co-prosperity of mankind by establishing ethical indicators of human existential values. (Daejin University)

Key Words: Eco-ethica, personal ethics, social changes, artistic awakening, true loyalty
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She sometimes came home from a late lesson so exhausted that she could
eat no supper. If she tried to eat, she was ill afterward. She used to throw
herself upon the bed and lie there in the dark, not thinking, not feeling, but
evaporating. (115)
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Her rooms had all been as damp and mouldy as they were dark, with deep
foundations of dirt under the carpets, and dirty walls. In her present room
there was no running water and no clothes closet, and she had to have the
dresser moved out to make room for her piano. (183)
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It seems to me, Dr. Archie, that the whole town's to blame. I'm to blame,
myself. [ know he saw me hold my nose when he went by. Father's to
blame. If he believes the Bible, he ought to have gone to the calaboose and
cleaned that man up and taken care of him. That's what I can't understand;
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Thea is not the marrying kind. . . . Anna will marry before long and make
a good wife, but I don't see Thea bringing up a family. She's got a good
deal of her mother in her, but she hasn't got all. She's too peppery and too
fond of having her own way. Then she's always got to be ahead in
everything. (67)
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There was home in it, too; first memories, first mornings long ago; the
amazement of a new soul in a new world; a soul new and yet old, that had
dreamed something despairing, something glorious, in the dark before it was
born; a soul obsessed by what it did not know, under the cloud of a past it
could not recall. (130)

Ao AE Fo] Wrkste] 117} “ulS-

SR 5l gt Eolel A A 2
B Ago] B Aol dFES 2 dold 4 legld AR (116)8m 1
A FAHA G ma, onﬂoﬂc Azbol A 3 AR o RS 1

4 2 &2 ofatet OHEV: oJAHMrs. Andersen)i E]©]
o Asg LopFa IS %W 3l telE EeER v E=AAM 2l
Hatzao] ovE dajerh

oA g &2lE A EoloAl $8A dFE A= AEE ol9dl
& o] 2ol A= 53] A Sl A Elof7} elzvteA Ade te &
o AR qnE AL AT 5 e 8718 de Xl HFeka Jd
o7k 7P WA Aot H= AL 1 TAENM 27 GA iR AL s
stob &2 o) AHMrs. Kohler) 248 W= AIAE A4 1 Aol th,

WAE AL E F2| A 299 BEAS wee]ae Holol A dgle] Ty
Be o Yo} Aol 5o} glold Aol T} AgEl e dETE w7}
o3l 3



223
fol
o

52

Mrs. Kohler, who was transplanting pansies, came up with her trowel and
told Thea it was lucky to have your birthday when the lindens were in
bloom, and that she must go and look at the sweet peas. (48)
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Thea walked slowly. It was a soft, rosy evening. The sand hills were
lavender. The sun had gone down a glowing copper disk, and the fleecy
clouds in the east were a burning rose-color, flecked with gold. Thea
passed the cottonwood grove and then the depot, where she left the
sidewalk and took the sandy path toward Mexican Town. (148)

olA® Hol= “IU7t Al s 7193 @i dEs 7
o' (Dolezal 279)+ AwAH Al7kaLelx 9 3E #3 AL
o) 785 ALlo] ARl A oA X RE == 7}
2 sl 9oke wh=t} g3 o]¥ A dRo] x4
ol g 2y ert 2R stog EA] AgA Bojit 4l

e @ T e WA PR JUE hligs W ‘st
=7(189)%] 3ol t= &9 HAE 73

Ak, “AA R AZgA AEE"(Meyer 110)¢] €A
Eloj& Z5E 53 3719 24 1gal A AdEY &84
o} 53] WA @A B 22 555 3t Holv Al
& 7Y won A4 1 AA 9 dARE =2 o] e & 4

AR e He o (Meyer 110)= #HolA Boo] &&

rulo
it

5
i
=

o
g
K AF o
o2
o

oo Hx o o o
ﬂoﬁmlorﬂﬁ
4
‘mmﬁtoo
gh%ﬁﬁ

rsi'—)'iér

bel o om
o
>

Qo) o,



A gelstoR gt TEA e 53

Eol7h T1e] B4 o] e Bahjre] 1) GAuE $oldd He ),
TIUE g oA o] Bo] 1ES we A 4l e 71Ae 5
Q1 47o] gl AAY LA o] AL FA7] A o] RN AFEYY =
wol A Alobto} gl 8 ARALT. . . . Eloje] Bae AoAel A%
E3 9l o] FRel Be7lE Ao Holo,

tlo T

When Thea took her bath at the bottom of the canyon, in the sunny pool
behind the screen of cottonwoods, she sometimes felt as if the water must
have sovereign qualities, from having been the object of so much service
and desire. That stream was the only living thing left of the drama that had
been played out in the canyon centuries ago. . . . Thea's bath came to have
a ceremonial gravity. The atmosphere of the canyon was ritualistic. (194)
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While she was on the stage she was conscious that every movement was
the right movement, that her body was absolutely the instrument of her
idea. Not for nothing had she kept it so severely, kept it filled with such
energy and fire. All that deep-rooted vitality flowered in her voice, her
face, in her very finger—tips. She felt like a tree bursting into bloom. . . .
Everything in her was at its best and everything working together. (306)
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